***MEDIA ALERT***

GRINDR COLLABORATES WITH THE OPPORTUNITY
PROJECT ON AN UNPRECEDENTED HACKATHON
Los Angeles, CA (July 21, 2016) – In partnership with HackerNest, geo-networking app Grindr
will be hosting a seven-week hackathon, Hack4Equality, to solve crucial issues within the
th
LGBTQ community. Beginning on August 6 , developers, designers and advocates will be aided
by open data from The White House’s Opportunity Project to build innovative applications that will
tackle LGBTQ Homelessness, Transgender Visibility and Economic Empowerment, Sexual
Health Services and PrEP, and International LGBTQ Inequality. This will be the first time
government census data from the Opportunity Project and the City of Los Angeles will be crossreferenced with never before seen anonymous Grindr data to shed a light on LGBTQ issues.
“This collaboration is characteristic of a new approach this Administration has laid forth for how
the federal government work with communities to address their top needs and priorities,”
relayed DJ Patil, US Chief Data Scientist with the White House Office of Science and
Technology.
“Grindr is very excited to launch Hack4Equality and bring together the community, our users and
technology to solve serious issues affecting LGBTQ people,” said Joel Simkhai, Grindr Founder
and CEO. “Technology has revolutionized almost every aspect of our lives, we're excited to
leverage it for greater equality around the world. We look forward to seeing everyone's creative
ideas in September.”
Workshops will be hosted during the hackathon where participants will engage with mentors who
will be available to them throughout the program. Current community partners include AllOut, The
Center for Open Data Enterprise, Out In Tech & Out in Tech LA, OutRight, Trans*H4CK, LA
LGBT Center, True Colors Fund, It Gets Better Project, City of West Hollywood, National
Coalition of STD Directors and many others. In addition, these workshops will be live streamed on
Hack4Equality’s website and remain there for global consumption.
Founder of Trans*H4CK, Dr. Kortney Ziegler noted, "I believe in the power of community building
through the hackathon model and its potential of creating life sustaining technology. We are
excited to partner with Hack4Equality and support the development of new problem solving tech
for the LGBT community."
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At the end of the seven-week hackathon, on September 25 , over 200 of the brightest minds from
the Los Angeles tech scene will gather at Grindr’s West Hollywood headquarters within the
Pacific Design Center to display their work to the public. The best technology solutions will be
identified and presented that evening to a distinguished panel of judges. Prizes will be awarded
and there will be opportunities for participants to connect with entrepreneurs and venture
capitalists.
To sign up for Hack4Equality, interested parties should apply at www.Hack4Equality.com.
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About Grindr
With over 2 million daily active users in 196 countries, Grindr is the largest all-male mobile social
network in the world. Since its launch in 2009, Grindr has grown to become a fundamental part of
users’ daily lives across the globe. Grindr, a free, ad-supported app, and Grindr Xtra, its premium
subscription service, use location technology in iOS and Android devices to instantly connect men
with other men in their area who want to chat and meet up. For more information, please visit
www.grindr.com.

HackerNest
HackerNest is an international non-profit organization that builds local tech communities through
blockbuster cause-hackathons and Tech Socials. Headquartered in Toronto, Canada,
HackerNest promotes economic development through technological proliferation in 30+ cities, 14
countries, and five continents.

